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that we were going to open the Feast, than our cabin
was filled, not only with the more prominent Sav-
ages, but also with a great many young people; so
that, if it had been large enough, I do not know
whether there would have been any person left in
the town. The cabin was adorned quite respectably,
considering our poverty; what pleased us above all
was an extraordinary silence which prevailed through-
out the ceremony, either because the display we
made therein [49] suited their fancy, or because the
Holy Ghost touched their hearts for the time. What
delighted us most was our Neophytes—the good
Joseph; Marie, his wife; Pierre, his nephew; and
two of his little nieces, baptized when in danger of
death. His brother might have been of the party,
lacking neither faith nor good will in this matter;
but as it was difficult for him to give up a diabolical
trade, in which he is a past master, we had put him
off until another time, when we could supply the
ceremonies of baptism that we had been obliged to
omit in that of his wife and his two children. But
this woman (who had come intending only to look
on), touched, as it is to be believed, by the Holy
Ghost, broke through the crowd with her little boy
at her breast, and a little girl of five or six years,
asking for the same favor that was to be conferred
upon the others,—an event which largely increased
the joy of this great day.

We began the celebration with a prayer that we
chanted in their language, and that we had composed
expressly in favor of this happy family. I say noth-
ing of the devotion of this Father of a family, which
redoubled in this solemn act. After the ceremonies
of baptism, Our Superior, addressing the whole as-



